The Honorable Edward Kennedy, Chairman
  
The Honorable Michael Enzi, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor 
  

Committee on Health, Education, Labor 

     and Pensions




  
     and Pensions


644 Dirksen Senate Office Building

  
835 Hart Senate Office Building


Washington, DC 20510

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Kennedy and Ranking Member Enzi, 

As a pediatrician and pediatric researcher, I would like to express my strong support for S.353, the Pediatric Research Consortia Establishment Act, introduced by Senators Sherrod Brown and Christopher Bond, legislation that will strengthen and expand pediatric research critical for advancing children's health.  The legislation will better equip the healthcare community to treat children and adolescents suffering from a host of diseases and will expand our body of knowledge regarding challenging and costly adult-onset diseases.

The children of our nation have not been given adequate funding as a result of a flat-leveled investment in pediatric biomedical research.  While children account for about 20 percent of our nation's population, the NIH invests a mere five percent of its annual research budget into pediatric initiatives.  Even when Congress doubled the federal investment into NIH research in the late 1990s and early 2000s, the investment in pediatrics remained stagnant at around five percent.

In addition to limiting our ability to cure diseases for children, this underinvestment is also short-sighted because life-threatening conditions that onset during adulthood, such as diabetes and heart disease can trace their roots to childhood and adolescent years.  By not prioritizing pediatric research, our government is losing out on valuable opportunities to better understand the pathways of - and potential treatments for - these deadly diseases. 

S.353 helps to address these inefficiencies by calling for the establishment of up to 20 multi-member pediatric research consortia. The consortia would be selected by NIH through a highly competitive process.  Each consortia would consist of multiple hospitals and medical centers collaborating in a cutting-edge "hub and spoke" partnership.  The work done by each consortia would consist of both basic scientific research and translational applications that turn today's laboratory experiment into tomorrow's treatments. 

I look forward to working with you in the days ahead to ensure speedy passage of this critical legislation. 

With best regards,

